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A Letter from the Editor:
Textbook Sticker Shock
 
I just spent $120 on a Economics textbook and I have no idea if I’ll be 
able to sell it back. Textbook publishers are undermining the used book market by 
issuing too many unnecessary new editions. They do it so much that the average 
shelf life of a textbook edition is only 3.5 years. This has to stop. Textbooks are just 
too expensive.  
 Last year, over 700 professors urged Thomson Learning to stop publishing 
unnecessary new editions of its Calculus text. Throughout the country professors 
and departments are negotiating with textbook publishers, driving harder bargains, 
switching to lower cost options, or even writing their own free online books. 
Right now, students at Harvard and NYU are using a free online economics text 
(Introduction to Economic Analysis) posted by a Caltech professor. ESF and 
Syracuse faculty and students should look into similar money saving options.   
Publishers should do more to keep prices under control. For starters, they 
can stop forcing us to buy shrink wrapped CDROMs that we never really use, and 
they can do a better job of disclosing book prices to faculty. Professors can’t order 
cheaper books if they can’t easily compare prices.  Faculty can help too. Whenever 
they can do so without sacrificing educational quality, they should choose the 
cheaper alternative. Some publishers make spiral-bound black-and-white textbooks 
that cost about 20% of what a regular book costs.  Ordering “no-frills” textbooks is 
one way professors can help.   Taking reasonable steps to limit textbook prices can 
help keep higher education affordable.
 
Tom Hackman
SU/ESF NYPIRG Project Leader
Syracuse University Class of 2008
Correction: In our last issue, the article “Let the Compost Odyssey Begin” was incorrectly 
credited. The correct author is Bryan Graczyk.
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 Jack Hannah has been an effective conservation icon 
for nearly four decades. After running and managing a pet store 
in Knoxville, Tennessee for quite some time in the late 1960’s, 
Hannah realized he had a higher calling.  Hannah’s obvious gift 
with animals, mixed in with his eagerness to educate the general 
public on environmental issues, eventually landed him the job as 
Executive zoo director in Columbus, Ohio from 1978 until 1992. 
During this time period, Jack Hannah was able to transform the once 
low attended, outdated zoo into the “flagship” modern zoological 
conservation park that it is today! Jack Hannah was able to upgrade 
the Columbus zoo through educational and entertainment events. 
Aimee Cunningham, a third year Environmental Science 
undergraduate student at ESF agrees with Hannah’s conservation 
methodology. Cunningham states, “There’s no better way of shifting 
the mindset towards a more eco-friendly view point. Educational 
outreach programs are now playing a great role in conservation.”
 The Society for Conservation Biology (SCB) is an 
international professional organization that is dedicated to 
promoting awareness of the loss, maintenance and protection 
of biological diversity through scientific research,.  Syracuse 
University is the home for the SCB Central New York Chapter 
(CNY).  SCB CNY is an ESF student run organization but is 
only recognized through the Student Life of Syracuse University. 
 Julio Aquino, third year Conservation Biology 
student at ESF, Secretary of SCB CNY says, “I feel very 
pleased to be a part of such an important organization. 
It‘s truly where Syracuse University and ESF meet.” 
Jack Hannah Presents for ESF and SU
Sponsored by the Society for Conservation Biology (SCB)
 SCB CNY has been hard at work! Within the past 
two years, they have managed to make trips to places such 
as the Wildlife Conservation Society Bronx Zoo, Toronto 
Zoo and Paige Wildlife Center. Their most recent adventure 
took place in Ecuador over winter break, where officers and 
members of the organization worked in wildlife reserves. 
 Well, SCB CNY has done it again! On February 11, 
Jack Hannah will be making a special appearance in Goldstein 
Auditorium Stage, located in the Shine Student Center over on 
Syracuse University’s Campus. Tickets are $5.00 with ESF/
SU student I.D. Doors will be opening at 6.p.m.; although his 
presentation won’t actually begin until 7 p.m. SCB CNY hopes 
his visit will allow students and the general public alike to gain 
further appreciation for the world’s degrading biodiversity. 
 “I’ve already bought my ticket!” yelped Narisa 
Oliveri, a fourth year Child Psychology student at Syracuse 
University. “My closest friends are ESF students and you better 
believe they have had a big impact on how I view some of the 
worlds most pressing environmental issues. I’ve been spreading 
the word just as much as the SCB CNY officers have been.”
 The SCB CNY hopes to sell out- that’s about 1,500 
seats.  Some animals we are expecting Hannah to bring are a 
cheetah, clouded leopard cub, dingo, wallaby, macaw and penguin! 
Make sure to support your fellow students by coming to see 
Jack Hannah Presents! It’s bound to be a rewarding experience!
By Priscilla Hernandez
Layout Editor
Sarah Sumoski (center), third year conservation biology  student 
and President of SCB CNY is helping out at a local wildlife re-
serve in Ecudar by handling tapirs during the clubs trip!
http://www.jackhanna.com/aboutjack.html
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Focus the Nation 
The 2% Solution Webcast
By Stanley Milewski
	 In the midst of the great number of events that were held last week in observance of Focus the Nation teach-in, one 
event which held additional significance to Syracuse natives, seems to have gone somewhat unheralded. On Wednesday night, 
Marshall Auditorium was reserved for a webcast of the 2% Solution, an interactive program designed to foster dialogue among 
academics across the nation regarding the inextricably linked issues of carbon emissions, energy consumption and climate. 
 The Marshall event was not particularly well-attended, especially considering our school’s status as a premier 
institute for the study of all things environmental. The organizers responsible for arranging the webcast, and on a 
broader scale, the idea behind Focus the Nation itself, aimed to create a spectacle generating publicity and attracting 
the nation’s attention in much the same manner the original Earth Day observance in 1970. Although present-day 
college students as myself are less qualified than other individuals to make this observation, the social and political 
landscape is apparently quite different now than it was nearly four decades ago, as the lukewarm reception of the 2% 
Solution screening in Marshall on Wednesday resulted in an attendance of only about thirty people, with much of that 
number entailed faculty members and local residents. A remaking of the initial Earth Day was certainly not to be, as 
this may be interpreted as merely another benchmark of the contemporary attitudes of a generation of IPod-toting, web-
surfing, “information age” individuals who may have lost touch with some of their more revolutionary predecessors.  
 To the incredible consternation of the organizers of the event, other Focus the Nation screenings evidently exhausted 
all the available bandwidth for the video stream, rendering the highly anticipated interactive portion of the event impossible. 
This particular development was especially disturbing to me and some of my closest academic associates, for the promotion 
and facilitation of the Marshall Auditorium event was a class project for our Environmental Communication Workshop. 
 Fortunately, despite the rather inauspicious circumstances, the evening’s exertions were not in vain. In a brilliant 
bit of administrative virtuoso, the organizers of the Marshall Hall event also arranged for the personal appearance 
of a local celebrity, WSYR Chief Meteorologist Dave Eichorn, to add additional merit to the evening’s production. 
To my surprise, the Chief Meteorologist was not merely a supportive figurehead, but instead supplied us with a 
wealth of insight into climatology and afforded us a newfound appreciation of the field of study in an age of rapid 
climatic change. As an unexpected benefit of the failed webcast, there was time remaining after the presentation for 
a question-and-answer session with the chief meteorologist, in which he clarified the questions of many observers. 
Having grown up in central New York, I was quite familiar with Dave Eichorn as a television personality, having 
seen him on the weather segment of the local news ever since I can personally remember. By the same measure, the 
power and assuredness with which he spoke about global climate change upon which he evidently felt quite strongly, 
was a side of the television personality which is quite impossible to perceive on the cold, dour screen of your television. 
The observers on hand Wednesday night in Marshall Auditorium were afforded the opportunity to hear the uncensored 
presentation of a meteorological authority upon a topic which, being a member of the mainstream press, he would likely 
be unable to discuss on the evening news, due to its still-controversial, politically incorrect connotations. Although 
he admittedly “preached to the choir” on Wednesday night, Mr. Eichorn’s excellent PowerPoint presentation and 
authoritative delivery helped to mitigate the disappointments of the less-than-ideal attendance and failed webcast. 
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An Overview of Chief Irving Powless’s Message 
By Mark Schager 
 This past Tuesday, as part of Focus the 
Nation, about 50 people were present to hear a 
lecture given by Chief Irving Powless. Chief Irving 
Powless is of the Onondaga Nation, the indigenous 
peoples of what we call today Central New York, 
Onondaga County and Syracuse.  Although a 
survivor of a stroke, he sat as a symbol of strength 
as do the Onondagas from years of environmental 
hazards and social injustice.  On this particular 
evening, he spoke elegantly about how we as a 
people need to take an active role in government 
with the hopes of forging a socially equitable 
policy to thwart a climate catastrophe.   
 He began with a story of a man who one 
morning, woke up late and realized he was left 
alone. He always had breakfast with someone 
and being that he woke up late, he decided to find 
someone to have breakfast with.  He asked a rock, 
“Would you like to have some breakfast?”  The 
rock didn’t respond.  So he took it in and sat it at 
the table.  He cooked some ham and eggs, enough 
for two.  He finished his share, but the rock didn’t 
touch its food.  He asked the rock since it wasn’t 
eating its food if he could have it.  The rock didn’t 
respond, so he ate it.  He told the rock that it was 
such a good breakfast that they should do it again 
tomorrow.  He asked the rock, “would you want to 
have breakfast tomorrow?”  The rock didn’t answer, 
so he said that he’d see the rock for breakfast the 
next morning.  Then he returned the rock to where 
he got it.   In such a situation that global warming 
presents we can’t sit idly by! 
   This story was spoken within the context 
of a changing environment that we, as a global 
community, must immediately deal with.  If we’re 
not all included in finding a global solution to such 
a problem, the result will lead to further problems, 
as seen through the failure of Kyoto.  The Chief 
also spoke about the Two Row Wampum.  This 
is a belt consisting of shell that commemorates 
the Onondagas first encounter with Europeans, 
the Dutch in the 1600s.  He spoke of the Dutch and 
the Europeans, in a historical context, as small and 
withered at the mercy of the Onondagas.  The Wampum 
documents the relationship that the Onondagas thought 
to practice while living amongst the Dutch.  There is 
one row representing the Onondagas and another row 
representing the Dutch, implying that the Onondagas 
will live their way and the Dutch would live theirs, 
as long as differing lifestyles don’t impede upon each 
other’s.  This obviously has not been respected.  Chief 
Powless asked the audience, do you know your policy, 
the policy of the Europeans?  Do you know what your 
forefathers agreed to?  It was a direct call to action, 
resounding centuries of genocide, and with a call to 
divert mass global extinction.    
 Not only was this a time to speak of the 
catastrophe that an overwhelming excess of CO2 will 
wreak, but also of the recklessness the Europeans 
wrought which is continuing today and desperately 
needs to be stopped!
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 Living a Sustainable Lifestyle
Debbie Moschak
Managing Editor 
 How many times have you had to 
calculate your ecological footprint for an ESF 
class?  I know I have at least four times.  This 
past Thursday at Focus the Nation, I was lucky 
enough to attend a lecture by Dr. William Rees, 
the originator of the eco-footprint.  With about 
80 people in attendance at Hendricks Chapel, 
Dr. Rees began the lecture by addressing why 
humans live unsustainable lives.  “Humans 
are inherently unsustainable due to behavioral 
tendencies, which are then reinforced by cultural 
constructs,” said Dr. Rees.  The point he seemed 
to reinforce the most was if we do not change 
our lifestyles now, particularly people in the 
United States, we are easily on track to consume 
all available resources.  “As of now, the United 
States accounts for 4.7% of the population,” 
said Dr. Rees, “yet uses 23% of the world’s 
resources.”  That fact jumped out at me the 
most, making me realize how the consumptive 
lifestyle of Americans really is very selfish.  It 
is not fair that the rest of the world, especially 
poor nations, are left to feel the brunt of our 
unsustainable lifestyles. 
Dr. Rees also addressed the fact that 
people seem to have the “out of sight, out of 
mind” way of thinking when it comes to the 
effects of our huge rate of consumption.  This 
made me think of how the Bush administration 
continues to refuse to ratify the Kyoto Protocol 
until China signs on.  Who do you think is 
getting most of the products produced from 
these pollution emitting industrial factories?  
The United States!  If we did not consume so 
much “stuff”, then maybe China would not 
have to produce as much, therefore reducing the 
amount of pollution they create.  
Although some of the facts presented by 
Dr. Rees made me think there was no hope for 
us anymore, he ended with a positive outlook 
on the future, as long as we make the appropriate 
changes.  His solution was simple: we need to 
consume less.  “Currently, we need to reduce our 
eco-footprint by 80%,” said Dr. Rees.  He continued 
to make the point that there is no correlation 
between consumption and happiness.  In the end, I 
felt inspired by Dr. Rees.  He left me feeling hopeful 
and with a more positive outlook on the future.  
So I encourage everyone, if you haven’t 
yet, to calculate your eco-footprint at http://www.
earthday.net/footprint/.  See how many earths you 
need to sustain your current lifestyle, and make the 
necessary adjustments to be part of the change and 
live a more sustainable life!  
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When people around campus bring up 
the global climate change topic, they 
usually end up talking (or arguing) 
about the severity we will see and 
the way it is going to affect the Earth 
itself, including the flora and fauna 
that surround us.  During the global 
climate change event, Focus the Nation, 
Dr. Donald A. Brown from Penn State 
University presented information and 
insight into a less talked about issue, 
ethics.  Dr. Brown’s presentation 
‘Turning Up the Volume About Ethical 
Dimensions of Climate Change’ 
provided not only a different way to 
look at the issue but also a new way to 
go about fixing the problem.  
 Early in the presentation, he 
made it very clear that when something 
happens at a local scale its effects 
are on a global scale and therefore 
every action not only affects you but 
also everyone else on this planet.  Dr. 
Brown started by basically calling out 
the United States for not only being a 
major part of the problem but also for 
their lack of cooperation and effort with 
annual international meetings that have 
occurred for the last 20 years trying to 
resolve this very issue.  A couple of the 
major issues for the U.S have been the 
potential costs to the national economy 
and scientific uncertainty and is part 
of the reason why the government 
chooses not to participate in these 
annual meetings.  Dr. Brown provided 
very simple solutions, stating that the 
health of citizens are more vital than the 
income the government generates and 
that victims rights need to be taken into 
consideration.  Scientific uncertainty 
should not be used as an excuse because 
if we knew all the answers regarding 
this issue we would not be in this 
situation.  We also cannot wait until we 
do figure out what might be going on 
Penn State Professor Talks About Climate Change from an Ethical Perspective 
By Chad Blass
because by then it might be too late to do anything about 
it.  These solutions further weaken the U.S’ stance on the 
climate change issue.  
 His major point was that global climate change 
should become an issue that has to do with human rights 
because of the fact that this phenomenon will have 
severe effects on the survival of not only the plants and 
animals but us as well.  Evidence was provided that 
indicates that because of global climate change humans 
will be more likely to get severe illnesses because of 
the increase in abundance of vectors for many diseases, 
food supplies will be destroyed, it will prevent people 
from living where they originally settled, prevent the 
enjoyment of property and finally many people will be 
killed because of the combination of some of these.  Dr. 
Brown thinks that if the world can view global climate 
change as a human rights issue, we make substantial 
progress.  We can then make it an obligation and not 
only focus on resolving this issue but we can also 
demand action from governments without needing 
legislation stating so.  
 For further information on this aspect of global 





The View From the Moon
A Greater Perspective on Our Little Library
Keeping the Moon Clean and Fresh—some 
requests from your Library Mom 
Betsy Elkins, Library Director
We’ve all been enjoying the New Moon for 
a semester now and it seems that we like it 
very much.  The furniture is comfortable and 
attractive as well as functional. I see students 
using the study carrels and the study tables.  
Folks are studying alone with materials spread 
all around or in a group with tables pushed 
together.  The computer workstations are 
always busy and the comfy furniture is used 
for serious study, group meetings, as well as 
for relaxing.  The new floor is attractive and 
our physical plant staff is working very hard 
to keep it clean and fresh looking. 
We gave the Moon an extreme makeover for 
many reasons and it cost a sizable amount 
of money to create the lovely environment 
we are all enjoying.  It isn’t going to happen 
again for a long time.  Unlike the furniture 
that is in your apartments, the Library’s 
furniture is not going to the curb at the end of 
the semester. 
So what’s the problem?  I have a nagging 
feeling that if all of us are not careful, before 
too long our new look will begin to be old 
and worn out. This is your environment to use 
while you are here.  Here are some things we 
can all do to help sustain Moon Library for 
years to come:
•	 Wipe your feet as you come in the 
front door.  (While I have suggested 
that everyone remove their shoes and 
put on slippers, that isn’t likely to 
happen.)  The carpet in the foyer is a 
heavy duty walk off mat designed to 
take this kind of traffic. 
•	 Keep your feet on the floor and off 
the furniture, especially the fabric and 
leather furniture. (Or if you do curl 
up on the couch, take off your dirty 
boots.)
•	 Be very careful with food and drink. It’s very 
nice that we do allow you to bring in simple 
snacks and beverages in a covered container 
but a fried chicken dinner or sticky Chinese 
food makes me very nervous.  (This isn’t good 
for the library materials you are using either, 
especially computers.) Please don’t abuse this 
privilege.
•	 Pick up after yourself.  If you carried it in, 
carry it out (Or use the trash and recycling bins 
appropriately.) Don’t pollute the Moon.  
•	 Watch out that you don’t inadvertently scratch 
the wood furniture with any sharp objects you 
have on or with you (e.g. buckles, zippers, 
etc.)
•	 Leave wet packs and jackets on the floor and 
not on the tables.  Excessive water can damage 
the wood finish. Don’t put wet feet on the 
coffee tables of the leather ottomans.  (Take of 
those muddy boots.)
•	 Be careful with your pencils pens, etc and 
don’t drag them over the furniture.  Refrain 
from leaving your imprint on the tables. (You 
are in college and writing on the table is for 
junior high kids.)  
Just as we care for the Earth, we should all be good 
stewards of the Moon, taking care of our library for 
those who will come after us.  Please act responsibly 
and respect your Moon environment.
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Species Spotlight
The Chittenango Snail: A species in peril and right in our own backyard!
By Daniel Liwicki 
On a cool early autumn day at the 
beginning of this semester, I found 
myself gazing up at the tremendous 
waterfalls of Chittenango Falls State 
Park while in search of trout in the 
rapids below. As I approached a small 
footbridge that runs across the stream, 
I came across several large red and 
yellow signs labeled “NO FISHING 
ABOVE THIS POINT.” Deciding that 
this was good enough for me, I ended 
my day and packed up my fly rod. 
 When I arrived home to my 
dorm, I gave into my curiosity and 
began to look up Chittenango Falls 
State Park to find out more about 
the posted area. It was then that 
I first learned of the endangered 
Chittenango Snail or Novisuccinea 
chittenangoensis. 
 The Chittenango Ovate Amber 
Snail is in fact a member of its family 
that is found only in Chittenango Falls 
State Park and even more specifically 
only in the area just below the falls 
themselves. The snail was discovered 
and named by Henry Pilsbry after 
he had made a trip to the site back 
in 1905. Since Pilsbry’s expedition, 
populations of the Chittenango Ovate 
Amber Snail had been discovered 
in fossilized form only four other 
locations on the globe including 
Virginia, Tennessee, Colorado, and 
North Carolina. Today, the only 
location to view live specimens of the 
snail in the entire world is in the 100-
yard area below Chittenango Falls.
 The snail is thought to have 
been a species that survived from 
the last glacial expansion. Pilsbry 
described the snail as being in “great 
abundance” during his original visit 
to Chittenango Falls. In the past ten 
years, the population has thought to fluctuate in 
number to no higher than 50 adult specimens. 
In 1978, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
placed the Chittenango Ovate Amber Snail on 
the threatened species list. The New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) declared the snail an endangered state 
species back in 1977.
 The reasons for the declining numbers 
of the Chittenango Ovate Amber Snail have 
been the disturbance of habitat by humans, road 
salt and fertilizer leeching into the water shed 
of Chittenango Creek, as well as the accidental 
introduction of other snail species which have 
been found to be out competing the snail for 
food sources by a ratio of nearly 50-1. 
 Back in March 1983, the DEC took 
the first step in the revitalization of the species 
by approving the Chittenango Ovate Amber 
Snail Recovery Plan. The plan calls for further 
care and enclosure of the Chittenango Ovate 
Amber Snail habitat at the Chittenango Falls 
site. Also, captive mating of the snail has been 
implemented and proven to be successful. The 
DEC is urging for private institutes and experts 
to continue study of the Chittenango Ovate 
Amber Snail. The potential certainly exists 
that the individuals responsible for the snail’s 
revitalization can come from right here at ESF. 
For the rest of us, we can all keep an eye on 
this rare species’ future. In a more practical 
way, remember to watch your waste and your 




A Note From the Computing Center 
Have you finally settled into the new computing clusters on the 3rd floor of Baker Lab? After our first 
full semester in the new comforts of the renovated facility we’re pleased to announce that our newly 
instituted policies have greatly reduced paper consumption. 
At this time last year we had used nearly 500,000 pages! All of those zeros equate to a half of a million 
sheets passing through our printers. With the efforts to curb our waste, including print quotas and copy 
limitations, we as a community used approximately 33% less paper thus far this year. 
Some users met the new restrictions with frustration, but through a semester of experience we have 
adapted our policies to help meet the needs of the student population. Changes to our policy since 
December include re-upped printing quotas to 1000 pages per user and the allowance of multiple copies. 
With these changes we still appreciate your respect and conservation of the equipment and the resources 
involved in the printing process. Also, remember that the color printer (LaserJet 5550) in Baker and the 
printer on the main level of moon both duplex (print on both sides) which in itself will half the paper 
consumption of your print job and work to sustain your quota.
The large format printer and scanning station has seen a change as well this semester. Time slots are 
now 30 minutes in length to help accommodate users who need a bit more time. As always, respect for 
your fellow student helps this scheduling process run much smoother at times when the plotter is in high 
demand.
We appreciate your patience as we too are becoming settled into our new home and work through the 
continued remodeling effort that is Baker Lab. Constructive feedback is always accepted so stop by room 
317 to release your print jobs and let us know how things are going.  
Sincerely,
Your Friendly Computing Center Staff
P.S. Please switch to Mymail as soon as possible as Orangemail and mailbox.syr.edu will soon be 
decommissioned. 
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F ebruary	9rd,	F ood: 	Nifkin	L ounge
P erformanc es : 	Mars hall	A uditorium
5: 00	till	9: 00	pm
T his 	is 	a	tras h	free	event,	pleas e	bring	your	plate	and	mug.
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The Knothole Thursday s at pm in B9 Marshall hall
Woodsmen Team meets every Monday and Thursday at :pm at the green houses behind Bray hall
Society of American Foresters meets every Monday at :1 in 1 Marshall Hall
Syracuse University Outing Club meets every Tuesday at :0 in 0 Hall of Languages
The Bob Marshall Club meets every Wednesday at :00pm 110 Moon Library
Green Campus Initiative meets every Thursday at :00pm in Nifkin Lounge
Creative Minds meets Tuesdays @ pm @ Illick 11. 
ESF Acapella meets most Saturdays @ pm in Nifkin lounge. 
USA (Undergraduate Student Association) meets every Monday at :1pm in Nifkin Lounge.
Syracuse Animal Rights Organization (SARO) will be meeting on Fridays at 6PM in the Hall of Languages
Club Meetings:
Get your weekly dose of vitamin BRAIN! Drop in at the ESF Peer TutoringSessions:* Zoology: Mondays 6-8pm in 109 Moon* Calculus: Tuesdays 5-7pm in 109 Moon* General Chemistry II: Wednesdays 5:30-7:30pm in 109 Moon* English as a second language: TBAFor more information, to request a private tutor, or to become a tutor,
stop in the Academic Success Center (109 Moon Library), visit
www.esf.edu/tutoring, call 470-4919, or e-mail tutoring@esf.edu
